
THE WICKER .\l/\N An Abraxas Film Cor- I: THE FlLl\l Top: Sergeant Howie (Edward Woodward)

poration lT{elease. T0/77(c73). 87(102) min- develops last year's missing harvest festival

utes. In echnico or. .~\ British Lion Pro- tt - , . . thoto a h to discover that Rowan .\lorri-

ductinn. Produced by Peter Snell. Directed The whole ‘hing “Zn about app|cs_ ion. tglieplnissing girl, was festival queen

by Robin Hardy. Screenplay by Anthony that ‘should have he?“ the logo’ during a year nf crop failure. Hollom Ll'f!:
Shaffer. Edited by Eric Boyd-Perkins. G.B. There s nothing more lnnocent than tn,“-it tintls Rqwan lt1r,rri§on'§ unmafkgd

Director of photography, Harry Wax- an apple," grave. on which a rowan trce has been

man. Music composed by Paul Giovanni. _pau| Giovanni planted. When he asks what that is, hanging

.-\rt director, Seamus Flanncry. “Cornrigs" on its branch, gravedigger Aubrey Morris

sung by Paul Giovanni. Music recorded by answers: “Why the poor we lassie's navel

.\lagnet. Associate musical director. Gary The colors are deep-hued, resplendent, string. of course." Bottom Right: Howie

Carpenter. 2nd unit photography, Peter somewhat fevered. We are gliding too low questions Rowan's sister Myrtle (lennifer
Allwork. Costume designer, Sue Yelland. and fast over islands which seem suddenly Martin) who tells him that Rowan is in the

Choreography, Stewart Hopps. Production to emerge from the sea, as if for the first fields, running and playing and having a

manager, Ted Morley. Sound, Robin Greg- time. The islands arc green and brown and lovely time. “Will she be home for tea do

ory, Bobjones. Focus. Mike Drew. Camera richly foliagcd, with gray, rough rocky you think?" asks Howie. “Hares doen't

operator. jimmy Dcvis. Production secre- coasts. The light is asjust before a summer have tea, silly!" chides .\lyrtle.
tary, Beryl Harvey. Continuity, Sue Merry. thunderstorm. The combination of all of
Unit manager, Mike Gowans. Location these elements puts an uncomfortable edge

manager, _]ilda Smith. Assistant director, on the first images ofTHE WlCKl-IRMAN. with the land, which plays an important

Jake Wright. Hairdresser, lan Donnan. That something is going to happen is con- part in their religion. (Later the camera will

Makeup, Billy Partlcton. Wardrobe super- fimled by the stolid appearance of palm pan continuously over their faces. Cutting

visor, Masada \\'ilmot. Stills. john Brown. trees. outlined against a tlark sky. a species Howie out of the frame, as they glance at

Publicity, Frank Law. Casting director, which has no rightful, natural place here. the photograph and decline knowledge of

Maggie Cartier. Assistant editor, Dennis Robin Hardy's film, written by play- the missing girl.)

Whitehouse. Sound editor, Vernon Messen- wright Anthony Shaffer. wastes no time. Once onshore, Howie immediately es-

ger_ ,\|;id¢ entirely on lo¢;itittrt in Scotlrn-tr], \Ve have come to Summerisle, an isolated tablishes himself in a series of roles which
island off the harsh Scottish coast, in a sea- while alien to the villagers are comforting

Sergertnt l-lowir; , _ _ _ _ ,l-;t1w;rrl\'l'o°dwartl plane piloted by Sgt. Howie (Edward to him, since they represent and translate

Lord Summerisle. . . . . . .Christopher Lee w00d\\'\‘d) Of the West Highland police. the routinized stability of his life on main-

Miss Rose. . . . . . . . . . Diane Cilento W110 hi bet!" SI-\mIn0Cd by in anonymous land Scotland to the unfamiliar surround-

Willow. . . . . . . . . . . . . Britt Ekland letter w invcslil-am the dl$i\PP¢\'3"="i¢ of a ings. Howie is a detective, applying logical

Librarian . . . . . . . . . . . . .lngrid Pitt ""19 8i\'|- investigatory methods, seeking only facts.

Alder MacGregor. . . . . . . . Lindsey Kemp Gm"? fllmi 5¢ld0"1 \1§¢ lhv ll\1?I"¢ Of ll"! By his uniform, which he wears throughout

Harbor Master. . . . . . . . . . Russell Waters I-‘lash of religions (or systems of belief) to the film, he affirms himself not so much as

Old Gardener/Gravcdigger. ..'\ubrey Morris any great purpose beyond surface stares. a single man but'as an agent of the govern-

.\lay Morrison. . . . . . . . . . .lrene Suntcrs Enabling Vlwd-i515. Cavfmtn. WilChB§. ment. of the police, a superior authority.
schoolmaster _ _ _ . _ _ _ , _ , , , w3][¢f Carr Golems. demons, mummys and vampires to His distaste and impatience with his quest

Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . .lan Campbell run amok among the civilized moderns. on the island is evident almost at once. Be-

Hairdresser. . , , , . _ . . Leslie Blackater quickly reduced to numb terror. l can fore very long, we arc made aware of his

Broome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Roy Boyd think of only a few meritorious exceptions straiglltlaccd, nearly Calvinist beliefs and

Musician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Brewis to the truly massive number of these vapid that he is properly aanced, quite cbastely.

Woman with Baby . . . Barbara Ann Brown films: l WALKED WITH A ZOMBIE. to a proper girl, one whom he may not ne-

Villager on Summerisle. . ._]uliette Cadzow NIGHT OI-' THE HUNTER, BURN WITCH ccssarily love ~we learn later that he is ter-

Communicant . . . . . . . . . .Ross Campbell BURN, CURSE OF THE DEMON, GANJA rificd of passion, perhaps because it is so

Gillie . . . . . . . . . . . . Penny Cluer AND HESS. and LORD SHANGO. But in uncertain —but ope with whom he feels

Musician . . . . . . . . . . . . l\lichacl Cole none of these is the clash as fully and intel- very sure he will secure the "good" life he

Old Fishennan . . . . . . .Kevin Collins ligently articulated as in THE WICKER has been taught by his entire upbringing to

Rowan Morrison . . . . . .Geraldine Cowper MAN. Summcrisle is a pagan island, a cul- seck. Hardy shrewdly implies Howie's en-

Musician . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Cutler ture separated from the rest of the world, tire background and character by closely

T. H. Lennox . . . . . . . Donald l'lccles almost from time, symbolized and led by a studying his behavior and takes excellent

Mrs. Grimmond. . . . . . Myra Forsyth patrician lord (Christopher Lee). Howie, advantage of Woodward's slightly wooden

P. C. .\lcTaggart. . . . . . . john Hallam the policeman, is a Christian, an Anglican, presence and stiff posture to characterize

Fiancee to Howie . . . . . . Alison Hughes and in a deft, sometimes overwhelming his beliefs and expectations perfectly.

Butcher . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles Kearney way, he is meant to represent a good bit Crucially, we share Howie's viewpoint

Holly . . . . . . . . . . . Fiona Kennedy more. The clash in the larger sense, of ideas throughout the lm, a stranger experienc~

Baker . . . . . . . . ._]ohn MacGregor and beliefs. is embodied by these two men ing ever more strange things. A boisterous

Briar. . . . . . . . . . .Jimmie Maclienzie on a personal level. pub assaults him with a bawdy song, sun

Daisy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leslie Mackie Howie comes to the island as an oulsid- for the innkeeper's daughter (Britt Eklandg

Myrtle Morrison . . . . . . . _]ennifer Martin erihc even arrives in a plane, which re- but almost entirely at Howie's expense. He

Musician , , . _ _ _ , . _ , _ , Bernard Murray mains. offering the security of escape if ees only to discover a bacchanal in the

Villager on Summerisle. . . . Helen Norman things get too rough, bobbing in the chop- nearby green and graveyard, the nude lov-

Girl on Grave _ , , . _ , _ , , Lorraine Peters py waters of the l1arbor—:\ntl he remains an ers flung among the headstones. On the

Postman . _ _ _ , , _ , , , _ , , _ Tony Ropgf outsider throughout his stay. Needing a second night of his stay, in his room, his

Dr, Ewrm. , , _ _ , _ , _ _ , _ , _ __]0hri 511;;-P boat to get ashorc, Howie must shout composure cracking, likland nearly seduces

Villager on Sui-|1m¢ri§l¢_ , Elilrtlmth sirtclair through his bullhorn and gesture to make him, her sexuality slicing through the very

l\itt§i¢i,1rt , _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ , , Artdrcw Tomltirts himself understood to the group of villag- walls of his room, with a strangely erotic,

CQmmunic;1|1[_ , _ , _ , _ , _ _ _ _ _l;m \Vil§gn ers gathered on the wharf a few hundred slapping dance and murmured song and

Agh Bugl»t;in;m_ _ _ _ _ _ Rit-lmrrl wrcrt feet away. This first attempt at communi- music filtering from the pub below.

Fishmonger . . . . . . . . . . . john Young cation sets the pattern for his mission, for Howie bravely commutes his discomfort
even when the physical distance is erased, to professionalism: the gathering of clucs,
Howie is still unable to brcak through to although he is soon frustrated there as well.
the people in any sense whatsoever. In us- colnpounded by the more he observes of

David Bartholomew is our correspondent ing the plane, Howie has. in effect, literally the island's paganistic culture. Everyone

in New York City. This article is based on dropped from the sky, lending him a easily declines knowledge of the missing

his interviews with Robin Hardy, Paul Gi- (Christian) god-like status. avoiding contact girl, except the young daughter of the post-

nvanni. Stirling Smith and David Blake, with the earth and water. Standing on his mistress, who says she has seen her and

and interviews with Peter Snell and Chris- plane. Howie is photographed in isolating that she has drawn a picture of her, where-

topher Lce conducted by _]ordan R. Fox, one-shots, which are cut against the multi- upon she proudly points to a watercolor

and an interview with Anthony Shaffer sllot community of villagers, who arc right that Howie has been helping hcr to paint

conducted by l\iike Childs and Alanjones. from their initial appearance associated (and staining his hands in the process). . .of
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